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January 29, 1964 



The press reported on January 24 the following contributions 


to a fund created in order to cover Jordan's financial comml 
as a result of the resolutions adopted by the Arab Sum 
Conference* " IHHHH 


lent 8 


Arab Bank Limited 

JD 

30,000 

Jordan Cement Factories Company 

JD 

40,000 

Jordan Oil Refinery Company 

JD 

30,000 

Jordan Electricity Company 

JD 

15,000 

Jordan Tobacco A Cigarette Company 

JD 

10,000 

Shahln Engineering Contract Company 

JD 

5,000 

Sayed Jawdat Sha'sha'a 

JD 

5,000 

Sayed Shehadeh A1 Twal 

JD 

4,000 

Sayed Tewfiq A1 Tabba 

JD 

4.000 


JD 

143,000 


> 


2* We have since heard from various sources that the merchants 
and bankers thus put under levy are indignant not only at the 
fact but even more at the manner of it* Bahjat T&lhounl, acting 
allegedly and probably in fact on the King's instructions, is the 
recipient of the cheques which leads some contributors to wonder 
what proportion of the contributions will reach the coffers of 
the Arab League and what will end up in private accounts in 
Zurich* The Government also lose in income tax about 253t of the 
sum subscribed since "charitable donations", which apparently 
includes anti-Israeli measures, are tax free* This loss may 
however be more theoretical than real since some of the subscribers 
are pastmasters at evading Income tax anyway. 

3* As this letter was about to be typed I have seen some further 
reports* One is of a statement just issued ft*om the Prime 
Minister's Office to the effect that ministers, senators, deputies, 
government officials, members of the armed and public security 
forces and finally pensioners are all to be obliged to make one 
contribution as follows: 

(a) Ministers, senators, deputies, first division officials, 

officers 10J6 of salary* 


(b) Second division officials, other ranks of the 

armed and public security forces 5 % of salary* 

(c) Pensioners receiving more than JD30 a month 5% of salary 
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Another is that Governors of the various districts are to Invite 
voluntary contributions from Chambers of Commerce. We have had 
very little time to gauge the reactions of those affected, but 
the two or three with whom I have spoken say they regard the 
levy as reasonable enough In the circumstances. 

4. I am sending a copy of this letter to Wright In Washington. 
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